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be more inclusive, comprising several kinds of objective style
questions including the inference or problem-solving ones.
To be valuable in estimating what a child is learning, the
objective test should be extensive enough to make an ade-
quate sampling of pupils' knowledge about the study in
progress.
Objective tests may be used in several ways: (1) to find
out what a pupil knows as a background for a proposed new
series'of experiences; (2) to discover errors and motivate study
during the experiences; ( 3 ) to show in summary the facts and
principles that have been gained, and how they may be used
in new situations; (4) to show teachers how effective the
study has been, and to help them select suitable teaching
materials for enriching later experiences; (5) to verify the
findings obtained through the use of other kinds of evaluation
means such as essays, rating scales, and observations.
Excellent guides are available to assist teachers in formulat-
ing test questions and the many kinds of study guides used
by pupils.9 In a program of home and family life education,
any kind of test should be kept in proper perspective to sub-
jective forms of evaluation, such as the group conference
method which is adaptable to the broad, cooperative program.
PUPILS LEARN TO, EVALUATE
Opinions differ as to the ability of children to evaluate their
own progress. One indication that the child is maturing and
learning is his increasing ability to evaluate. Teaching chil-
dren how to think and to become independent in making
choices during the primary years lays the foundation for self-
evaluation in the upper elementary groups. Pupils* self-
evaluation, well guided by the teacher, gives the child objec-
tive evidence by which to know what he* has learned or not
learned.
M. Brown, Evaluation and Investigation in Home 'Economics, pp.
13S-163; 17W88.

